CHAPTER XIV
IT can be imagined that the teachings of Jesus though imperfectly understood were not appreciated by the Pharisees and elders of the Jewish Church. Whatever was not clear, at least it was quite clear that he denounced the scribes and Pharisees. It does not seem from the Gospels that he attended the temple or synagogue services. He went to preach, not listen. He was in bad repute with the priests and he was popular with the people. The priests hated and feared him. Already they had several times tried to kill him. Then when Jesus went into Jerusalem for the Passover, the time was come.
And Jesus knew, as he had always known, what was about to happen. Long before when they had asked him for a sign he had answered :
" A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign, but there shall no sign be given it save the sign of the prophet Jonas.
" For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly, so shall the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the belly of the earth."
That was what Jesus declared was   to be the only sign   given,   that  what   happened   to   Jonah  would
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